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| NTRODUCTI ON

O the approxinmately 35,000 known species of spiders, some 800 or so are known
as true tarantulas and are placed in the fanmily Theraphosidae. They are nostly
heavy-bodi ed, and have ei ght eyes on a small "bunp" at the front of the body. In
North America, tarantulas are found nostly in drier areas, from Arkansas
westward. In Australia, they are found right across the top end, from @Qd to
Western Australia. Al tarantulas are venonous, and all can bite, although only
a very few cause nore than a localized "bee sting" reaction.

PET STORE TARANTULAS

The Chil ean rose, G ammostola rosea, is a hardy ground-dweller fromdrier areas
of northern Chile, and has been available in overseas stores for several years.
As our hobby increases in popularity nore and nore species are entering the pet
trade, and specialty dealers may offer dozens of kinds of tarantulas. All
overseas species are illegal in Australia.

KEEPI NG YOUR Bl RD EATI NG SPI DER HEALTHY
Mai ntai ning a healthy tarantula neans providing: 1) a secure, escape proof cage,
2) proper food, 3) enough water, and 4) a proper environnent.

HOUSI NG

Al most any kind of container can be used to house your tarantula - an aquarium
or small retile enclosure will provide a great honme for a young tarantul a.
Tarantul as are excellent clinbers and, no matter what kind of cage you use, a
secure top is a nust. These will both keep the spider in and hel p keep poking
fingers and other potentially harnful harassnent out. Several small air holes in
the top and/or sides will provide enough oxygen for the spider and at the sane

tinme help maintain air circulation and hunmidity. If you cover the air holes with
screen, be sure to use a netal screen that the spider cannot chew through
easily.

An inch (24mm or two of potting soil, or a mxture of soil, sand, sphagnhum
noss, or vermculite can be used as substrate. Do not use cedar shavings because
they are toxic to sone invertebrates. Indoor/outdoor carpeting does not hold
noi sture and is not recommended. Real or artificial stones, plants, or branches
are not really necessary for the spider, but can make the cage look "just like
hone", at least to you. Cactus is a bad idea despite what sone books show. You
woul d not want your spider to accidentally inpale itself as it fell from the
side of the container. Lastly, half a flowerpot or a holl owed piece of bark will

provide a place where the spider can hide. Room tenperatures, 70-75 degrees
Fahrenheit (70=20°C) or so, seem acceptable to nobst species. A well-maintained

cage will have to be thoroughly cleaned only 2 or 3 tinmes a year

FOOD AND WATER

Tarantul as are predators and will eat just about any living animal they can
capture and kill. Crickets, nost beetles, grasshoppers, earthwormns, noths, and

other aninmals are acceptable. Larger tarantulas sonetines eat snmall snakes,
lizards and nice. Avoid wasps and bees, since they could harmthe spider, and do
not use insects fromareas that mght be sprayed for pests. Some tarantulas wll
occasionally scavenge, and you can offer a small dead m nnow or piece of steak.
You should not offer food every day. Feeding once a week is enough, and | arger
spiders can be fed every other week. Spiders will not overeat. Renpving uneaten
food after a day or so will help keep the cage clean. |If your spider |ooks and
acts healthy, but stops feeding for a week or two, do not be alarnmed. This is
normal and may indi cate an upcoming nolt.



A plastic jar lid or simlar container can be a good water dish, and putting in
a few small stones will let the feeder animals craw out should they fall in. If
you use a piece of sponge keep it clean, and do not use cotton (it can get
caught in the spider’s nouth). Keeping the water dish filled al so hel ps maintain
the cage humidity. Many tarantul a keepers spray the substrate with water once a
week or so to maintain required humdity.

HANDLI NG
Do not handle your spider. If you need to nove them then use a wide nmonth jar,
the spider will usually walk right in if needed use a paint brush can be used to

hel p. If you do pick up the spider with the jar, always keep it cl ose above some
solid surface, such as a tabletop or carpet, and be aware that a puff of air or
unexpected bunp can startle the animal. A fall of only a few centinetres night
result in injury to your spider. Al ways renenber that tarantula species differ
in their tenperanents, and sone species are nore defensive than others. No live
tarantul a of any kind can be guaranteed not to bite.

Several tarantula species can kick defensive hairs off the top of the abdonen.

If you are sensitive to these hairs, you will usually feel a slight itching. It
is always a good idea to rinse your hands and arns after working around your
tarantula, and to not rub your eyes until you ve done so. Sone species cause

nmore itching than others, and individual reactions vary from person to person.
It is also not unusual for a tarantula to have a bald spot on its abdonen; the
lost hairs will be replaced at the next nolt.

GROMH AND MOLTI NG

Like all other arthropods, tarantulas nolt their exoskeleton periodically. The
tarantula generally stops feeding for a week or nore, and then usually turns
over on its back. The old exoskeleton splits, and the spider works it off and
then flips upright. Finally, the new exoskel eton enlarges and hardens. It wll
be several days before this last part is conplete, and the spider does not eat,
nor should it be picked-up, during this tine. So, if you happen to see your
tarantula |ying upside down, DO NOT touch it - tarantulas do not die naturally
on their backs. To help insure a successful nmolt renove any live food, mist the
substrate with water to increase humdity a bit, and nmake sure the water dish is
full

MALE OR FEMALE?

From the outside, the sex of a tarantula cannot always be deternined wth
certainty unless the animal is an adult or alnobst an adult. Ml es are generally
nmore sl ender than fenal es, and have | onger |egs and small er abdonens.

Adult male tarantulas of nost species have a distinct hook on the bottom of the
third segnment (fromthe tip) of each front wal king | eg. Fenmal es never have these
hooks. Also, adult nmles have mating structures at the ends of the armlike
appendages (the pedipalps) at the front of the spider. If your tarantula is an
adult male the ends of these appendages appear a little bit swollen. The
pedi pal p ends of immture nmales, and of fenmales of any age, look |like the ends
of the walking legs. Lastly, mature and al nost mature femal es have a "cliff" on
the bottom of the abdonmen, near its base.

LONGEVI TY

Fenmal e tarantulas can live 20 years or nore, Australian species 12 years, but
mal es usually die within a year and a half after becomng adults. Longevity
depends, of course, on the species as well as how it is kept.

FOR MORE | NFORMATI ON

Two recent books well worth owning are: “Tarantulas and Qther Arachnids”, by Dr.
Samuel Marshall, 1996, and “The Tarantula Keeper's @uide”, by Stanley and
Marguerite Schultz, 1998.

Aust ral i an books:
Spi der watch and The Silken Wb, both by Bert Brunet and all are available
t hrough | nsekt us.
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